1998  Bilingual  Students  in  Massachusetts  kudiic  Schools 
Students  Whose  Primary  Language  is  not  English  (PLINE) 


The  following  is  the  most  recent  data  from  the  Department  of  Education  which  compiles  statistics 
about  bilingual  elementary,  middle,  and  high  school  students--or  PLINE  students  (Primary  Language  is  not 
English).  As  in  previous  years,  the  statistics  from  1998  covering  all  school  districts  statewide  continue  to 
provide  an  interesting  look  at  Massachusetts  newcomer  communities,  highlighting  dominant  languages, 
concentrations  of  communities,  and  concentration  of  PLINE  students. 

The  1998  statistics  follow  similar  patterns  from  past  years,  with  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
PLINE  students  and,  in  most  cases,  slight  increases  in  the  dominant  languages.  The  table  below 
summarizes  the  student  statistics  for  1997  and  1998.  The  table  on  page  two  lists  the  12  most  frequent 
languages  spoken,  the  number  of  students  speaking  the  language  and  the  PLINE  percentage  they 
represent  in  Massachusetts  schools  in  1997  and  1998.  The  tables  on  the  following  pages  lists  school 
districts  throughout  the  Commonwealth  whose  1998  PLINE  enrollment  is  above  10  percent  and  includes 
the  most  frequent  languages  spoken,  total  PLINE  enrollment  and  total  student  enrollment. 


1997 

Total  PLINE  Student?.  Statewide  119,808 

Total  Students  Statewide  950,334 

Percentage  PLINE  Students  12.61% 


1998 

Total  PLINE  Students  Statewide     1 22,891 
Total  Students  Statewide  963,761 
Percentage  PLINE  Students  12.75% 
GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS 
COLLECTION 


Summary/highlights  from  the  1998  statistics: 


University  of  Massachusetts 

As  in  previous  years,  over  half  of  all  PLINE  students  speak  Spanish;  W^9^fe^t^/^9  students 
account  for  6.5  percent  of  the  total  student  enrollment. 


•  Over  twelve  percent  of  all  students--  about  one  out  of  eight-speak  a  language  other  than  English. 
One  out  of  eight  PLINE  students  speaks  a  Southeast  Asian  language. 

•  The  main  concentration  of  PLINE  students  is  again  this  year  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  with  additional 
major  clusters  around  Springfield  and  in  Worcester,  Lowell,  Brockton,  New  Bedford,  Lynn,  Fall  River 
and  Lawrence. 


•  PLINE  students  account  for  more  than  half  the  students  in  Lawrence  (79.39%)  and  Chelsea  (67.06%). 
PLINE  students  account  for  a  third  or  more  of  the  students  in  Lowell  (49.98%),  Holyoke  (48.33%), 
Somerville  (42.86%),  Boston  (35.59%),  Lynn  (34.40%),  Cambridge  (32.8%)  and  Fall  River  (30.99%). 

•  In  1998,  Khmer  replaced  Chinese  as  the  3''^  most  frequently  spoken  language. 

•  Over  One  hundred  and  ten  (110)  different  languages  and  dialects  are  spoken  throughout 
Massachusetts. 


Prepared  by;  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  Bureau  of  Family  &  Community  Health,  Office  of  Refugee  &  Immigrant  Health 
Data  Source:  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  Accountability  and  Evaluation  Services 
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